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that is bigger than I or any of its members. I regret to have to make the decision 
but if it will help the organization, I am gald to make the sacrifice. 

With every good wish. I am 

Fraternally yours, 
[signed] 
E. D. Nixon 

TLS. MLKP-MBU: Box 30. 

To Roy Wilkins 

3 June 1957 
Montgomery, Ala. 

Wilkins had noti$ed King by telephone that the Spingarn Award Committee 
unanimously selected him to receive the NAACPS highest honor for his leadership 
ofthe Montgomery bus boycott.’ This letter arrived amidst news reports of conflict 
among black leaders involved in the Prayer Pilgrimage.2 

Mr. Roy Wilkins 
20 West Fortieth Street 
New York, New York 

Dear Roy: 

This is just a note to acknowledge receipt of your very kind letter of May 28, in- 
forming me that the Spingarn Medal Award Committee has chosen me as the re- 
ciepient of the Forty-Second Spingarn Medal. Certainly I would accept this honor 
with profound humility and deep gratitude. It is my only hope that I will be able 
to live up to the sublime and noble principles inherent in such an award. 

1 .  In a subsequent letter Wilkins offered King his “hearty personal congratulations” and praised 
him for setting an example during the boycott that had “inspired every crusader for human decency” 
(Wilkins to King, 28 May 1957; see also NAACP, Replies received from Spingarn hledal award com- 
mittee, 15 May 1957). 

P. A 4 June letter from Wilkins to King characterized an article in the New Ymk ,4mterdam News as 
a “crude attempt to stir jealousy and rivalry.” The article accused Wilkins and Randolph of failing to 
“throw the full weight of their offices and their organizations completely behind” the Prayer Pilgrim- 
age: “Many among that leadership did a good job of dragging their feet in the March on Washington 
with the direct hope that the March would fail, and that the threat of King’s leadership would thus die 
aborning” (James L. Hicks, “King Emerges As Top Negro Leader,” New York Amsterdam News, I June 
1957). Prayer Pilgrimage organizers Kilgore, Baker, and Rustin responded to Hicks with a 4 June let- 
ter that praised the participation of the NAACP and the International Brotherhood of Sleeping Car 
Porters. 

218 

The Martin Luther King, Jr. Papers Project 



I am definitely planning to be in Detroit on the night of Friday, June 28, to 
receive the medal in p e r ~ o n . ~  Please feel free to contact me concerning further 
details. 

Very sincerely yours, 
[signed] M. L. King, Jr. / b 
M. L. King, Jr., 
Minister 

MLKmlb 
(Dictated by Rev. King, but transcribed and signed in his absence.) 

TLSr. NAACPP-DLC. 

IzJune 
1957 

3. See “Remarks in Acceptance of the Forty-second Spingarn Medal at the Forty-eighth Annual 
NAACP Convention,” 28 June 1957, pp. 228-233 in thisvolume. 

To Edward H. Page 

1 2  June 1957 
[Montgomery, Ala . ]  

In May, Page wrote King suggesting he lead a migration to Africa: “Quit begging 
the white people far somethingyou know-that they are not going to do. Let us wake up 
the Lard has already @en[ed] the way for us if we will only [accept] it and that way is 
in Ghana.”’ 

Mr. Edward H. Page 
768 Bailey Street 
Schenectady 3, New York 

Dear Mr. Page: 

Thanks for your letter of May 25, with suggestions that we mobilize large 
groups of Negroes to emigrate to Africa, thus getting away from a problem which 
will never be solved in America. While I am deeply sympathetic with your point, 
I must confess that I do not think this is the solution to the problem. I feel that 
the race problem will eventually be solved in America, and all men of this nation 
will be able to live together as brothers. To have a mass return to Africa would 

1 .  Edward H. Page, Jr. (1922-iggz), born in Wyding, West Virginia, was a self-employed truck dri- 
ver. In a 2 August letter Page again urged King to promote a return-to-Mrica movement: ‘You know 
when the Children of israel was having such a hard time in Egypt. . . . The Lord could have blessed 
them there in Egypt. But he didn’t do it he sent a leader to take them out to a better land.” 
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